
The Midnight Office (Nocturn) 
Beginning about 11:30pm 

 
 

Reader: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Amen.  

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee!  

O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, Who art everywhere present and fillest all 

things, Treasury of blessings, and Giver of life: Come and abide in us, and cleanse us from every 

impurity, and save our souls, O Good One.  

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. Thrice.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of ages, 

Amen.  

O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, blot out our sins. O Master, pardon our 

iniquities. O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake.  

Lord, have mercy. Thrice.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of ages, 

Amen.  

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the 

evil one.  

Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Amen. 

 

Lord have mercy. Twelve Times. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and Ever, and unto ages of ages, 

Amen. 

O come, let us worship God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and our God. 

 

 

 



PSALM 50 (51) 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to Thy steadfast love; according to Thine abundant mercy 

blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

For I know my transgressions and my sin is ever before me. Against Thee, Thee only, have I 

sinned, and done that which is evil in Thy sight, so that Thou art justified in Thy sentence and 

blameless in Thy judgment. Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 

conceive me. Behold, Thou desirest truth in the inward being: therefore teach me wisdom in my 

secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than 

snow. Fill me with joy and gladness; let the bones which Thou hast broken rejoice. Hide Thy 

face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a 

new and right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy 

Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. Then 

I will teach transgressors Thy ways, and sinners will return to Thee. Deliver me from 

bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of Thy 

deliverance. O Lord, open Thou my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Thy praise. For Thou 

hast no delight in sacrifice; were I to give a burnt offering, Thou wouldst not be pleased. The 

sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not 

despise. Do good to Zion in Thy good pleasure; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, then wilt Thou 

delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered 

on Thine altar. 

 

 



 



Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee.  

 

Unto thee I sing a hymn for the departed and a song of burial, O Lord my God, why by thy 

burial hast opened for me the entrance to life and by thy death hast put death and hell to 

death. 

 

Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

 

Beholding thee upon the throne on high and in the grave below, the things of heaven and 

the things beneath the earth at thy death; for in a manner past understanding wast thou, 

the very source of life, seen dead. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. 

 

Thou didst descend to the depths of the earth to fill all with thy glory; for my person that 

is in Adam was not hidden from thee, and when thou wast buried, thou didst renew me 

who am corrupt, O thou who lovest mankind.  

 

  



 



Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

 

By a multitude of visions thou didst indicate the signs of thy burial, O Master. But now, as 

God and man, thou dost make clear thy hidden things even unto those in hell, who cry: 

“None is holy but thou, O Lord.” 

 

Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

 

Thou hast stretched out thy hands, O Savior, and united what before had been divided; 

and by clothing thyself in a winding sheet thou hast saved even those held captive by the 

tomb, who cry: “None is holy but thou, O Lord.”  

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. 

 

By thy will a sealed tomb contained thee, who cannot be contained; for by thine energies 

thou hast made known thy power unto those who sing: “None is holy but thou, O Lord 

who lovest mankind.”  



 



 



Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

 

Thou hast sanctified this, the seventh day, which of old thou didst bless by rest from work; 

for thou dost bring all things into being and renew them, O my Savior, while resting and 

reviving on the Sabbath. 

 

Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

 

By the overwhelming strength of thy divine nature thou didst win the victory, O Word; for 

thy soul was parted from the flesh, sundering by thy might the bonds of hell and death. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. 

 

When hell encountered thee, O Word, it was embittered. Seeing thee as a mortal man 

deified, marked with wounds yet having almighty power, it cried out at thy awesome 

appearance.  



 



Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

 

When thou didst become earthly, O Creator, thou didst renew those born on earth, and 

the winding sheet and the grave revealed the mystery concerning thee, O Word; for Joseph 

the noble counsellor, fulfills the counsel of him who begot thee and who wondrously 

renews me in thee. 

 

Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

 

Through death thou dost transform what is mortal, and through burial thou dost transform 

what is corruptible; for in a manner befitting God thou dost make incorrupt and immortal 

the nature which thou hast assumed, since thy flesh did not see corruption and in a 

wondrous manner thy soul was not abandoned in hell. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. 

 

Thou didst come forth from a painless birth, O my Maker, and thy side was pierced. By this 

hast thou, the new Adam, accomplished the restoration of Eve. Thou didst fall into a sleep 

surpassing nature and renewing nature, and, as the all-powerful One, thou didst raise up 

life from sleep and corruption.  





Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

Thou wast killed, O Word, but not separated from the flesh which thou dost share 

with us; for even though the temple of thy body was destroyed at the time of the 

Passion, the person of thy divinity and of thy flesh was one, for in both dost thou 

remain one Son, Word of God, God and man. 

Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

The fall of Adam resulted in the death of man, not God; for even though the 

earthly substance of thy flesh suffered, thy divinity remained passionless. In 

thyself thou hasttransformed the corruptible to incorruption, and by thy 

resurrection thou hast revealed a fountain of incorruptible life. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

Hell rules the race of mortal men, but not eternally; for when thou wast placed in  

the grave, O powerful One, thou didst tear asunder the bars of death by thy life-

creating hand and didst proclaim true deliverance to those sleeping there from the 

ages, since thou, O Savior, hast become the first-born of the dead. 

 





Ikos 

He Who holds all things together has been lifted up upon the Cross, and all of creation 

weeps at seeing Him hanging, naked, upon the Wood. The sun hid its rays and the stars 

cast aside their splendor. The earth shook with great fear, the sea fled, and the rocks 

were split asunder. Many tombs were opened, and the bodies of holy men arose. Hell 

groaned below and the Jews considered how to slander the resurrection of Christ, but 

the women cried, “This is the most blessed Sabbath on which Christ has fallen asleep to 

rise on the third day!” 



 



Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

 

Hell was wounded in heart when it received him whose side was pierced by a spear, and it 

groans, consumed by divine fire, unto the salvation of us who sing, “Blessed art thou, O 

God, our Redeemer!” 

 

Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

 

Happy is the tomb! For having received the Creator as one asleep, it became a divine 

treasury of life, for the salvation of us who sing, “Blessed art thou, O God, our Redeemer!” 

 

Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

 

In accordance with the law of the dead, the Life of all accepts burial in the tomb, and the 

tomb becomes the source of resurrection, unto the salvation of us who sing, “Blessed art 

thou, O God, our Redeemer!” 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. 

 

In hell, in the tomb, and in Eden, the divinity of Christ was one and undivided with the 

Father and the Spirit, for the salvation of us who sing, “Blessed art thou, O God, our 

Redeemer!”  



 



Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

 

The pure Temple has been destroyed, yet he raises with himself the tabernacle that had 

fallen; for the second Adam, who dwells in the highest, has descended to the first Adam, 

even unto the lowest chambers of hell. Bless him, O youths, praise him, O priests, O people, 

exalt him above all forever! 

 

Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

 

The courage of all the disciples failed, but Joseph of Arimathea showed valor; for seeing the 

God of all dead and naked, he sought him and dressed him for burial, crying, “Bless him, O 

youths, praise him, O priests, O people, exalt him above all forever!” 

 

Let us bless the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Lord, now and ever and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

 

What new wonders! What great goodness! What ineffable forebearance! For he that dwells 

in the highest is willingly sealed beneath the earth, and God is slandered as a deceiver. Bless 

him, O youths, praise him, O priests, O people, exalt him above all forever! 

 

We praise, bless, and worship the Lord, singing and exalting him throughout all ages.   



 



Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

 

“I escaped sufferings and was blessed beyond nature at thy strange birth, O Son who art 

without beginning. But now, beholding thee, my God, dead and without breath, I am sorely 

pierced by the sword of sorrow. But arise, that I may be magnified.” 

 

Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee. 

 

“By my own will, the earth covers me, O Mother, but the gatekeepers of hell tremble at 

seeing me clothed in the blood-stained garments of vengeance; for when I have vanquished 

my enemies on the Cross, I shall arise as God and magnify thee.” 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. 

 

“Let creation rejoice; let all born on earth be glad! For hateful hell has been despoiled. Let 

the women with myrrh come to meet me; for I am redeeming Adam and Eve and all their 

descendants, and on the third day shall I arise.” 

 

Repeat Ode 9 

 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (thrice) 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of 

ages. Amen. 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our 

transgressions. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy. (thrice) Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now 

and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  

 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from the evil one. 

[Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.] 

Amen. 

  



 



[Lord, have mercy. (Three times) Glory... now and ever...] 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of 

ages. Amen. Lord have mercy. (Thrice) O Lord, bless! 

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, through the prayers of thy most pure Mother and of all 

the saints, have mercy on us and save us, for thou art good and lovest mankind. Amen. 

Lord have mercy. (Thrice) 

 

The Paschal procession follows, if it is possible and practical to do it in one’s home. If the 

procession is not done, after the triple chant of Thy Resurrection, O Christ our Saviour…, 

begin the Paschal Matins at once.  

 


