
Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday  

· Divine Liturgy —Saturday 10am 
· Festal Vigil —Saturday 6pm 

· Divine Liturgy —Sunday 10am 
Lazarus Saturday is a paschal celebration. It is 
the only time in the entire Church Year that the 
Resurrectional service of Sunday is celebrated 
on another day. At the liturgy of Lazarus Satur-
day, the Church glorifies Christ as “the Resur-
rection and the Life” who, by raising Lazarus, 
has confirmed the universal Resurrection of 
mankind even before His own suffering and 
death.  

The feast of Christ’s triumphal Entry into Jeru-
salem, Palm Sunday, is one of the twelve major 

feasts of the Church. The main Troparion of Palm Sunday is the same one sung on Lazarus Saturday.  

By raising Lazarus from the dead before Thy Passion, Thou didst confirm the universal resurrection, O Christ 
God. Like the children with the palms of victory, we cry out to Thee, O Vanquisher of Death: “Hosanna in the 
highest! Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord.” 

         Bridegroom Matins 

· Bridegroom Matins for Monday – Sunday 6pm 

· Bridegroom Matins for Tuesday – Monday 6:30pm 

· Bridegroom Matins for Wednesday – Tuesday 6:30pm  

 

Each day of Holy Week has its own particular theme. The theme of Mon-

day is that of the sterile fig tree which yields no fruit and is condemned. 

Tuesday the emphasis is on the vigilance of the wise virgins who, unlike 

their foolish sisters, were ready when the Lord came to them. Wednesday 

the focus is on the fallen woman who repents. Great emphasis is made in 

the liturgical services to compare the woman, a sinful harlot who is saved, 

to Judas, a chosen apostle who is lost. The one gives her wealth to Christ 

and kisses His feet; the other betrays Christ for money with a kiss. The Gos-

pel is also read at the Matins services, which are traditionally called the 

“Bridegroom” services because the general theme of each of these days is 

the end of the world and the last judgment. It is common practice to serve 

the Bridegroom services at night. 

Behold, the bridegroom comes at midnight and blessed is the servant 

whom he shall find watching, and unworthy is the servant whom He shall 

find heedless. Beware therefore, O my soul, do not weighed down by sleep lest you be given up to death and lest you 

be shut out of the Kingdom. But rise yourself crying: Holy, Holy, Holy art Thou O God, through the Theotokos have 

mercy on us. 

 

 
 



Great and Holy Thursday  

• Matins of Holy Thursday – Wednesday 6:30pm 

• Vesperal Divine Liturgy —Thursday 12 noon 

The vigil on the eve of Holy Thursday is dedicated exclusively to the Passover 

Supper which Christ celebrated with his twelve apostles. The main theme of 

the day is the meal itself at which Christ commanded that the Passover of the 

New Covenant be eaten in remembrance of Himself and of His body broken 

and His blood shed for the remission of sins. In addition, Judas’ betrayal and Christ’s washing of His disciples’ feet 

is also central to the liturgical commemoration of the day. The Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil is served on Holy Thurs-

day in connection with Vespers. The long gospel of the Last Supper is read and the following hymn replaces the 

Cherubic Hymn of the offertory of the liturgy, and serves as well as the Communion and Post-Communion Hymns: 

Of Thy mystical supper, O Son of God, accept me today a communicant, for I will not speak of Thy mystery to Thine 

enemies, neither like Judas will I give Thee a kiss, but like the thief 

will I confess Thee: Remember me, O Lord, in Thy kingdom. 

 

The Troparion of Holy Thursday:  

When the glorious disciples were enlightened at the washing of 

their feet before the supper, then the impious Judas was darkened 

ailing with avarice, and to the lawless judges he betrayed Thee, 

the Righteous Judge. Behold, O lover of money, this man who be-

cause of money hangs himself. Flee from the greedy soul which 

dared such things against the Master! O Lord who deals righteously with all, glory to Thee. 

 

 

       Great and Holy Friday  

• Matins with 12 Passion Gospels – Thursday 6:30pm 

• Royal Hours – Friday 9am 

The main feature of this service is the reading of twelve selections from the Gos-

pels, all of which are accounts of the passion of Christ. The final gospel tells of 

the sealing of the tomb and the setting of the watch. It is during the Passion 

Gospels that the icon of Christ’s body is solemnly placed upon the cross in the 

center of the church while we hear the beautiful 15th antiphon: 

Today He who hung the earth upon the waters is hung on the tree, 

The King of the angels is decked with a crown of thorns. 

He who wraps the heavens in clouds is wrapped in the purple of mockery. 

He who freed Adam in the Jordan is slapped on the face. 

The Bridegroom of the Church is affixed to the Cross with nails. 

The Son of the virgin is pierced by a spear. 

We worship Thy passion, O Christ. 

We worship Thy passion, O Christ. 

We worship Thy passion, O Christ. 

Show us also Thy glorious Resurrection. 

The Hours of Holy Friday repeat the Gospels of Christ’s passion with the addition, at each Hour, of readings from Old Testa-

ment prophecies concerning man’s redemption and from letters of Saint Paul relative to man’s salvation through the suffer-

ings of Christ. 

 



Great and Holy Friday into Great and Holy Saturday – the Blessed Sabbath 

· Vespers of Entombment —Friday 2pm 

·  Matins with Lamentations —Friday 6:30pm 

(followed by all-night vigil of Psalm reading) 

 

Before the service begins, a “tomb” is erected in the middle of the church building and is 
decorated with flowers. A special icon which is painted on cloth (in Greek, epitaphios; in 
Slavonic, plaschanitsa) depicting the dead Saviour is placed on the altar table. In English 
this icon is often called the winding-sheet. Towards the end of Vespers, the winding sheet 
is lifted from the altar and is carried above the priest’s head to be laid into the new tomb 
at the center of the Church while we sing the Troparion for Holy Saturday: 
 
The noble Joseph, when he had taken down Thy most pure body from the Tree, wrapped It 
in fine linen and anointed It with spices, and placed It in a new tomb. 
 
At this ultimate solemn moment of Vespers, the theme of hope once again occurs—this 
time more strongly and clearly than ever. As knees are bent and heads are bowed, and 
often tears are shed, another troparion is sung which penetrates through this triumph of 
evil, to the new day which is contained in its very midst: 
 
The Angel came to the myrrh-bearing women at the tomb and said: “Myrrh is fitting for the 
dead, but Christ has shown Himself a stranger to corruption.” 
 
At Matins we hear the songs of lamentation but also hymns of hope as the canon of Matins continues to praise Christ’s victory over death 
by His own death. Here for the first time there emerges the indication that this Sabbath this particular Saturday on which Christ lay dead—is 
truly the most blessed seventh day. Then, while the congregation with lighted candles continually repeats the song of the Thrice Holy, the 
faithful—led by their pastor carrying the Gospel Book with the winding-sheet of Christ held over his head—go in procession around the out-
side of the church building. This procession bears witness to the total victory of Christ over the powers of darkness and death. The whole 
universe is cleansed, redeemed, and restored by the entrance of the Life of the World into death. 

 

  Great and Holy Saturday into PASCHA 

· Vesperal Divine Liturgy —Saturday 11am 

· Baptism of Catechumens 2pm 

· Nocturns —Saturday 11:30pm 

· PASCHAL Divine Liturgy  —Saturday/Sunday Midnight 12:00am 

  

Fr. Thomas Hopko wrote that these services are “the deepest spiritual and liturgical pene-

tration into the eternal meaning of the saving events of Christ, viewed and praised already 

with the full knowledge of their divine significance and power.” The Vesperal Divine Litur-

gy already belongs to the Passover Sunday and it begins as normal but includes 15 Old 

Testament readings, all of which relate to God’s work of creation and salvation, which has 

been summed up and fulfilled in the coming of the predicted Messiah. 

And in the Vespers hymnography we hear described in words that which is depicted in the 

Resurrectional icon:  

“Today Hell cries out groaning: 

I should not have accepted the Man born of Mary. 

He came and destroyed my power. 

He shattered the gates of brass. 

As God, He raised the souls I had held captive. 

Glory to Thy Cross and Resurrection, O Lord!” 

 

After the reading of the Epistle, the royal gates are closed, and the colors of the Nave are changed from while the people sing the verses of 

Psalm 82: “Arise O God judge the earth, for to Thee belong all the nations.” The Divine Liturgy is fulfilled in the communion with Him who 

lies dead in His human body, and yet is enthroned eternally with God the Father; the One Who, as the Creator and Life of the World, de-

stroys death by his life-creating death. His tomb—which still stands in the center of the church—is shown to be, as the Liturgy calls it: the 

fountain of our resurrection. 

 


